West River Mental Health Facility Resolution

Whereas:

It is hereby acknowledged that the Pennington County Commission, Rapid City
Counsel, Pennington County Sheriff, and Rapid Chief of Police have endorsed the
establishment of a professional, proficient and competent West River State Mental
Health Hospital and, whereas: the citizens of West River hereby request the South
Dakota Stake House of Representatives and South Dakota State Senate pass a

resolution as follows — to-wit;

It is hereby resolved that the South Dakota Department of Social Services is
hereby directed to establish, contract, and license a West River State Mental Health
Hospital and treatment facility during the year 2018. Commencing immediately and
report the results of such study to the Governor’s office no later than August 1, 2018.
Such report shall also be documented to all Legislators forthwith and shall include the

following information, to-wit:

1) A complete and detailed analysis of the need therefore and cost benefit
analysis.

2) A detailed estimate of costs associated with the construction of the facility.

3) A detailed projection of staff and professional personnel needed and
estimated cost thereof.

4) An estimated area of real estate needed and cost thereof.

5) A recommended schematic of the facility.

6) Itis acknowledged the services provided shall include but not be limited to:



. Intensive nursing care

. Necessary Lock Down units with 24 hour care
. Necessary unlocked units with 24 hour care

. Day treatment

. Outpatient assessment and treatment

Crisis treatment

. Aftercare treatments

. Geriatrics

Child psychology
Alcohol/Chemical Dependency
. Chronically mentally ill
Affective/Anxiety

. Neuropsychiatry

. Developmentally disabled

. Behavior Disorder Syndrome

. Post Traumatic Syndrome Disorder (PTSD)



HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 1002

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION, Recognizing the great need and offering support for additional

mental health services in western South Dakota.

WHEREAS, South Dakota is experiencing a mental health crisis, and the state is one of five
states that allow a person experiencing a mental health crisis to be held in a correctional facility; and

WHEREAS, mental illness and substance use disorders are treatable health conditions but often
persons in crisis end up at an emergency room in the custody of the criminal justice system; and

WHEREAS, the organizations who deal with this issue in this state strongly urge that the State
of South Dakota increases the level of resources provided to accomplish the goal of establishing
additional mental health services in western South Dakota, including consideration of a second
Human Services Center; and

WHEREAS, western South Dakota would benefit from additional services that could provide
a continuum of care for people in need of mental health services that would be less costly than jails,
emergency rooms, or traveling across the state for services; and

WHEREAS, the current Human Services center located in Yankton, South Dakota, is a
significant geographic barrier for any person in need of services who is from West River, as it
removes the person from his or her core support system and familiar setting; and

WHEREAS, additional mental health services in western South Dakota would fill serious gaps
in care, location, resources, and services available for safety and appropriate treatment for persons
suffering from mental health issues:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the House of Representatives of the Ninety-Third
Legislature of the State of South Dakota, the Senate concurring therein, that the Legislature offers
its support and recognizes the great need for additional mental health services in western South

Dakota.



PENNINGTON COUNTY RESOLUTION

A RESOLUTION TO SUPPORT ADDITIONAL MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES
IN WESTERN SOUTH DAKOTA

WHEREAS, South Dakota is experiencing a mental health crisis. South Dakota is one of five states
where state law says people experiencing a mental health crisis can be held in a correctional
facility; and

WHEREAS, mental iliness and substance-use disorders are treatable health conditions; but too
often people in crisis end up at an emergency room, in the criminal justice system; and

WHERAS, the organizations who deal with this issue in Pennington County strongly recommend
the State of South Dakota to provide additional resources to accomplish the goal of establishing
additional mental health services in Western South Dakota to include consideration of a second
Human Services Center; and

WHEREAS, Western South Dakota would benefit from additional services that could provide a
continuum of care for people in need of mental health services that would be less costly than
jails, emergency rooms or traveling outside of the county for services; and

WHEREAS, the current Human Services Center located in Yankton is a significant geographic
barrier for anyone needing services who is from West River as it removes them from their core
support system and familiar setting; and

WHEREAS, additional mental health services in Western South Dakota would fill significant gaps
in care, location, resources and services available for the safety and appropriate treatment for
persons suffering from mental health issues; and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Pennington County Board of Commissioners
supports the efforts to establish additional mental health services including consideration of a
second Human Services Center in Western South Dakota.

Dated this i day of é/ LZ{ﬁ/@Ol?.
7L
- — -

Deb H , Chair
Pennington County Board of Commissioners

Attest:

\AN\Q (\T\Y\@D\}m»\

Pennington Eounty Auditor/Deputy




Resolution No. 2018-001

A RESOLUTION TO SUPPORT ADDITIONAL MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES
IN WESTERN SOUTH DAKOTA

WHEREAS. South Dakota is experiencing a mental health crisis. South Dakota is one of
five states where state law says people experiencing a mental health crisis can be held in a
correctional facility; and

WHEREAS, mental illness and substance-use disorders are treatable health conditions;
but too often peaple in crisis end up at an emergency room or in the criminal justice system; and

WHEREAS, the organizations that deal with this issue in the City of Rapid City strongly
recommend that the State of South Dakota provide additional resources to accomplish the goal of
establishing additional mental health services in Western South Dakota to include consideration
of a second Human Services Center; and

WHEREAS, Western South Dakota would benefit from additional services that could
provide a continuum of care for people in need of mental health services that would be less
costly than jails, emergency rooms, or traveling outside of the county for services; and

WHEREAS, the current Human Services Center located in Yankton is a significant
geographic barrier for anvone needing services who is from West River as it removes them from
their core support system and familiar setting; and

WHEREAS, additional mental health services in Western South Dakota would fill
significant gaps in care, location, resources, and services available for the safety and appropriate
treatment for persons suffering from mental health issues; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE I'T RESOLVED, that the City of Rapid City supports the
efforts to establish additional mental health services including consideration of a second Human
Services Center in Western South Dakota.
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Sebenth Fudicial Civeuit Court
P.O. Box 230
Rapid City SD 57709-0230
(605) 394-2571

CIRCUIT JUDGES MAGISTRATE JUDGES COURT ADMINISTRATOR
Craig A. Pfeifle, Presiding Judge Scott M. Bogue Kristi W. Erdman
Matthew M. Brown Todd 1. Hyronimus
Jeffrey R. Connolly Bemard Schuchmann STAFF ATTORNEY
Jeff W, Davis Marya Tellinghuisen Laura Hilt
Robert Gusinsky

Heidi L. Linngren
Robert A. Mandel
Jane Wipf Pfeifle

January 2, 2018

Al Scovel

Scovel Law Office

2902 West Main Street, #1
Rapid City, SD 57702

Dear Mr. Scovel,

This letter is intended to be used by you as a public acknowledgement of the Seventh
Judicial Circuit Court’s support for your efforts to secure legislative consideration of a West
River solution to our on-going mental health crisis. Daily, the court system sees individuals in
dire need of more services, and services closer to home. This particularly vulnerable population
needs to be better served, and would most certainly be best provided for by a service center in
western South Dakota.

Our circuit is a pioneer in better answers for those afflicted with mental health concerns.
We hope to pilot a mental health specialty court in Pennington County beginning in 2018. This
effort, as well as a recognition of a need for more and better services locally, would reduce
criminal conduct and contact with the court system, and reduce those victimized by this
population. I appreciate your efforts in bringing this critical issue to the forefront.

Singegely,

Craig A. Pfeifle
Seventh Circuit Presiding Judge

CAP/ik



RAPID CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT

December 14, 2017

Mr. Al Scovel
2902 West Main, Suite #1
Rapid City, SD 57702

Dear Mr. Scovel,

| am aware of your efforts to encourage the State of South Dakota Department of Health
and Human Services to consider a West-River solution to mental health. It is apparentto
me there are more needs than resources, and HHS would better serve this vulnerable
portion of our population in a more effective manner if it were restructured so services
were not isolated to Yankton, SD. ‘

If we were able to better serve the mentally ill in our community, we would reduce
victimization, criminalization, and incarceration of this vulnerable population. Thank you
for doing what you can to engage policy-makers to encourage needed change.

Sincerely, /,/
I
- e, /
e A 4 *
o by T
\»"’ e !\ AA\
i %

Karl Jegeris |
Chief of Police '/
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Resolution just a
start for mental
ealth care

With the exception of one lawmaker, the state House of Repre~
sentatives passed aresolution Tuesday supporting additional mental
health services in western South Dakota.

The 62-1 vote came after the Rapid City Council and Penning-
ton County Commission approved similar resolutions, The effort is
being spearheaded by Rapid City attorney Al Scovel, who has made
impassioned pleas to bring a state-supported mental health center
to western South Dakota. Those who now need treatment from the
state must be transported to the Human Services Center in Yankton,
which is more than 350 miles from Rapid City. In some cases, that
means putting patients in restraints while being hauled across the
state by law enforcement. South Dakota is one of five states that
allow those suffering from'a mental health crisis to be heldin jail,
a clear sign that lawmakers and state officials have not made their
care a priority.

Rep. Taffy Howard, a Rapid City Republican, cast the lone vote

against the resolution that simply brings attentionto a clear need. |

While it is a sign of progress that 62 lawmakers have officially ac-
knowledged the problem, the resolution should only be considered
the beginning of a process that ‘brings a mental health center and
more services to this area.

Perhaps, the Legislature can set aside such pressing legislationas
drug tests for lawmakers, requiring public schools to allow “patriotic
presentations™ or whether they deserve a pay raise or-not and give
Yime to an issue of upmost concern in western South Dakota.

Will any West River lawmaker pick up the torch from Al Scovel

and lead on this issue or are they more concerned about passing the
same concealed carry bill that Gov. Daugaard vetoed last year and
williikely veto again if put on his desk?
" In fact, it would seernthat gun advocates would embrace the op~
portunity to expand mental health care, Every time amass shooting
occurs in this nation, it is the NRA supporters ‘who respond by saying
this is 2 mental health issue, not a gun issue. If they truly believe
that, then they should help solve the problem. Otherwise, what the
public hears is nothing more than a well-rehearsed talking point.

It is also an appropriate time for the three candidates for governor
— Republicans Marty Jackley and Kristi Noem and Democrat Billie
Sutton — to declare their support or oppositiontoa mental health
center in western South Dakota. Will they lead, follow or dismiss
theissue?

In the meantime,; Gov. Daugaard should take the resolution seri-
ously andat the very least appoint a task force to study it this summer
with the goal of proposing legislation in 2019 to bring some sanity
to the state’s approach to mental health care.
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Committee

From AL

President Jason Salamun
said at Wednesday's meet-
ing.

Currently, people in need
of mental health care or uii-
dergoing a mental health

_ crisis are transported by

bus two times a week by the
Pennington County Sher-
iff's Office to Yankton’s
Human Services Center. If
the person is deemed a risk.
to themselves or others on,
the bus, they are sometimes
restrained during the five-
hour trip, Rapid City Assis-
tant Police Chief Don Hed~
rick said after the meeting.

According to the resolu-
tjon, South Dakota is one of
five states where state law
allows for people experienc-
ing a mental health crisis to
be lield in a correctional fa-
cility without committing
any offense.

wrreating  folks  with
mental health problems like
criminals is actually a terri-
ble way to do business,” Sal-
arnun said; “We-can spend
money: onv'prisons, but we
can invest money in mental
health care”

Alderman Steve Laurenti
said the distance between
‘Yankton and much of west-~
ern South Dakota made it
difficult for a person's ret-
atives or friends to be there
in support, which he called
the most impottant part of
apatient's care.

“That’s one of the biggest
reasons that we need topush
our legislators, our state and
our federal legislators, to get
a facility on the western side
of South Dakota,” he said.
“Weneed it”

At the end of discussion,
anemotional Salamunmade
one final point.

#1f | had one wish for our
entire culture, it’s to get rid
of this stupid stigma regard-
ing mental health care;" he
said. “If you need help, get
it. We want you to live well.
We are only as good as the
people we have!

Last February, Rapid Gity
Regional Hospital stopped
admitting behavioral health
patients without acutemed-
jcalneeds to the mainhospi-
tal when Behavioral Health -
Center is full. The hospital
has also stopped admitting
patients with “neurodevel-
opmental/cognitive  dis-
orders” such as dementia,
Alzheimer’s disease, and

autism spectrum . disorder
to the Behavioral Health
Center if they exhibit violent
behavior.

In other action, commit-
tee members recommended:

& Approving a resolution
to write off about 6,200

parking tickets from 2014
- worth more than $66,000.

The- unpaid ‘tickets range
from $5 to $110. Inpast years,
the city has approved similar
resolutions for old parking
tickets as the city’s finance
office tries to clear from theif
books any tickets that have
remained unpaid- for more
than three years per audi-
tor’s recornmendations. The
council passed a resotution
last year forgiving more than
$67,000 in fines and forgave
around 10,000 tickets worth
about $106,000 in 2016
from tickets dating to 2011
and 2012. ’

M Acknowledging the
city’s sales tax collections
for the month of November,
which cameinat $2,046,512,
a 3.5 percent increase com-
pared with collections in
November 2016. For the
first 11 months of 2017, col-

lections were up 2.5 percent -

compared - with 2016, at
$23,126,990.

® Authorizing  Mayor
Steve Allender and Finance
Departinent Director Pauline
Sumption to accept about
$45,000 in federal funding
from the Corporation for
National :and Comimunity
Service for the city's Retired
Senior Volunteer Program.
RSVP+, which offers adults
~ specifically those ages 55
and older — the chance to
volunteer for a variety of
area nonprofits, was put on
the chopping block as part of
Allender’s 2017 budget pro-~

posal but eventually restored |
by the Rapid Gity Councilin ¢

September. In 2017, RSVP+
received about $47,000 in
federal funding, $28,500 in
federal funds and a $35,000-
cash influx from the city's

general fund. According to i
city documenits, the $45,000
in federal funding expected .
for 2018 will represent about ;
40 percent of the program’s |

total operational costs.
m Approving an  ordi-

nance to supplement the ;

2018 budget with $6.8 mil-

lion for the city’s planned

landfill .expansion project

this spring and summer. Of |
the $6.8 million, about $4.7 |
million will come from the :
Solid Waste Department’s |
undesignated cashfundand |

the remaining $2.1 million

will come from the depart-
ment’s collection fund. In
2016, the landfill ended with
a $345,457 surplus after it
collected $6,708,840 against
$6,363,383 in expenses, ac-
cording to Sumption.

@ Approving the second
reading of an ordinance re-

- quiring local security com-

panies to conspicuously
display the word “security”
on both sides and the rear of
their vehicles to avoid con-
fusion between the compa-
ny's vehicles and local law
enforcement vehicles. In
partieular, Black Hills Patrol
vehicleshave beenidentified
as-appearing overly similar
tolaw enforcement vehicles
and causing confusion amid
the general public.

Contact Samuel Blackstone at

samuel.blackstone@rapidci-

tyjournal.com and follow him

on Twitter or Fatebook

@sDBlackstone.

Are youy ducks in a rore?
We cine help. Call Taday!

Tv

717 Gt Avenue » Belle Fourche

(605) 892-2930

7
SPEIDEL
ST e T

IoATY JS3M UO[SSOS IATIRISIS]

“URjeaul  91}10J B1ISTJ UTSSAULSTI O} UMOP

€ *09(] TR} B SIPUOISSTWUION JO 185 K31y s® saaljejuasaidor pus

[ejusul UNI-9)B}S AIOW SpaIAU
‘w0 preog Ajunon uCISUTUSI oY} £q  SI03BUAS 3JEYS SRIONEQ YINOS 107

1V 9AfEIUasaIdol 2)B)S JOUII0}
19)JB PUIBD SUOMN[OSAT jog

9v 2824 ‘IALLIKKO) 395 aseald

Recurring Ev

Monday

City Hall

Juesday

9am-Noon @ 522 5th Ave.

 Gyrief Support Group (1st & 3rd Mor
Lutheran Church, 1100 Stanley. Stre
» Belie Fourche City Council Meeting 1

« Belle Fourche School Beard (2nd' M
« Bele Fourche Chamber of Comiment

& Colfee, every Tuesday @ 7-9am,
» Belle Fourche Ministerial Association

« Butte County Cormmission Mg {1st.

15t Tues 9:30am; 3rd Tues 1pm, G

Wednesday

;= Center of the Nation Business Assoc
§ (18t & 3rd Tues) 5:30pm, brealkfast

|« Belle Fourche Development Corp M

each monin
¢ Thursday

. 7am, 5th avenue EDC witte bullding
* Belfe Fourche Chamber Luncheons-

 Belle Fourche Ministerial Association
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US should declare
war on PTSD

E ast Saturday, Americahonored its veterans with aholiday that

beseeches usto remember our soldiers and the sacrifices they
have made and continue tomakefor this country.

But our thoughts should not simply be about what thesesoldiers
door have done for us.

On Veterans Day, the Press & Dakotan published an articleabout
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), whichisinflictinga larger
number of soldiers than many people mayrealize. When some sol-
diersreturn fromatour of duty, they have troubleadjusting to their
unormal” civilian lives, or they have difficulty processing their expe-
riencesinwar.

This has contributed to a startling suicide rate among returning
troops. South Dakota Secretary of Veteran Affairs Larry Zimmerman
said that this state averages two military suicides per month. InSep~
tember, the Veterans Administration in Washington reported that
velerans were at 222 percent higher risk of suicide than civilians.

As anation, wemust dedicate ourselves todealing withsoldiers
struggling with PTSD. If we are, as it appears, toremaininanongo-~
ing war onterror withnoendin sight, then dealing effectively with
the mental consequences that military experience may createmnust
beapriority.

fFrankly, America has been slow to recognize the existenceand
seriousness of mental healthissuesin general. Certainly, it'shard
toplace measurements onthese conditions: They don't showupin
X-raysorinblood work. Health insurance foryears wasreluctant to
trulyrecognizementalilinessasa legitimate healthissue, and there
are still people whoplaceastigmaon the specter of mental health
problems, in part because they may beunable tograsp what they
have not personally experienced. Asa result, some people who en~
duteitmay bereluctant tospeak of it or even admit it to themselves.

However, this has gradually changed during thelast 25 years, with
agreaterrecognitionof mental healthissues developing. Butalot of
workremains.

PTSD is not confined to military personnel; jt can happentoany-
onewhohas been subjected toa traumatic experience. A government
study reported last year that 8 percent of all Americans suffer from
PTSD at some point intheir lives. But for veterans, thatnumberrises
snto the double digits, ranging up to 20 percent insomeinstances.

Still, it can be perplexing territory, not onlyfor the general public
but also for the victims of mentaliliness, whomay notunderstand
what they are enduring andmay be ashamed or afraid of seeking

" help. Inthat sense, perhaps soldiers grappling with PTSDare really

nodifferent than civilians who are also dealing with depressionor
thoughts of suicide.

Our soldiers see things and endure things that many civilianscan-
notunderstand orimagine, and that makes the impactof PTSDeven
more profound — and more isolating.

Americacannot look away from this issue. If we trainmen and
women to fight for us anddefendus, weowe ittothemtooffer any
help any of them may need whenthey returnhome.

~ vankton Daily Press & Dakotan
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